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Lin Yu-tang and Beijing Culture

DONG Yan
(College of Humanities China University of Political and Law, Beijing 102249, China

Abstract: Beijing, Shanghai and America were all important for Lin Yu-tang. He was radical in Beijing,

advocated humour and leisure in Shanghai and finally, propagated and interacted Chinese with Western

culture in America. Lin loved Beijing and Beijing culture because of its unique glamour. Shanghai and

America impressed him with highly developed industrial civilization, but he recognized many problems
when he faced them. So he doubted the historical modernity and longed for aesthetic modemity. As a

result, he loved Beijing culture. He affirmed Beijing culture in three aspects: striking a happy medium,

enjoying leisure and living in a carefree mood with great vitality .
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